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VICE-PRESIDENT

BIOGRAPHY

Barbara Frisken is Professor of Physics at Simon Fraser University. She completed her Ph.D. in
physics at the University of British Columbia in 1989, and was a postdoctoral fellow at the University
of California, Santa Barbara, before joining the faculty at SFU in 1992. Her research interests include
structural studies of soft matter systems aimed at understanding relationships between
microstructure and bulk properties; current projects focus on anion-conducting polymer membranes
for fuel cells. She served as Chair of her department from 2006-2011, during which time she led a
team of 30 faculty members and also chaired search committees for staff and faculty and the
department’s salary and tenure review committee. She currently serves as Chair of her department’s
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee. She has chaired two university-wide committees; the
University Curriculum Implementation Task Force (2004-2006) and the Teaching Assessment
Working Group (2017-2019). Barbara's involvement in the CAP includes a term as Chair of the
Division of Condensed Matter and Materials Physics (1997-1998), Chair of the Publications
Committee (1999-2001), Chair of the Committee to Encourage Women in Physics (2002-2005),
Director of Academic Affairs (2012-2015), and Co-Chair of the 2019 CAP Congress Local Organizing
Committee.
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